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in his lot with them. His uncle, Husein Kamel, accepted the suc-
cession and was given the title of Sultan of Egypt. Husein proved a
good friend to Great Britain and helped greatly to reconcile Egyptians
to the use which was made of their country during the war. Egyptian
acquiescence in British operations made it easy to repel the one and
only attempt by the Turks to cross the Suez Canal, and made the
country a safe base for campaigns in the Near and Middle East.
Unfortunately, Husein died in October, 1917, and since his son,
Prince Kemal edDin, declined the succession, it passed to Prince Fuad,
the sixth son of the famous Ismail. Fuad, who had been educated in
Italy, had less influence with the Egyptians and could not be relied
upon to mediate between us and them. Friction and misunderstanding
increased from now onwards. When the war ended Egyptians
expected to be thanked for their services, which had been real and
important, and they looked eagerly to the redemption of the promise
that their relations with Great Britain wrould be reconsidered and
their rights restored. The thanks were forgotten, and the British
seemed to be tightening their grip. Before the war the British repre-
sentative in Egypt was simply Agent-General, and in legal status no
more than the doyen of the diplomatic and consular service ; after
it he was " High Commissioner/' a man of the highest military rank,
administering something called a " Protectorate." At the moment
Egypt swarmed with British troops and British officials ; it was said
to be " the paradise of the demobbing officer," and far too many
were in fact given appointments in the country, to the great dissatis-
faction of young Egyptians who saw themselves excluded from posts
in. their own country, the salaries of which were paid by Egyptian
taxpayers.
Many other grievances were now remembered and some invented.
The Fellahin complained that their beasts and fodder had been taken
from them without proper compensation, and that they themselves
had been compelled to serve in the labour battalions of the Palestine
Expedition, in spite of the promise that they would not be drawn into
the war. Agitation rose to boiling-point in the three months follow-
ing the Armistice. The Nationalist leader Zaghlul launched a pro-
gramme of " Complete Independence " which was rejected out of
hand by the British Government. -This was expected, but unfor-
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